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Muhammad Asad and Edward Said’s Intellectual
Perspective on the Question of Palestine.

Abstract:

Palestine has been the focus of political, intellectual, anthropological and moral debate
for the last 78 years. The land of Palestine has a rich cultural history and strategic
value. Palestine Problem is not only limited to the Middle East but has equal appeal
to the intellectual class across the globe. Muhammad Asad (1900-1992) and Edward
W. Said (1935-2003) are those intellectuals who lived in the Middle East for a period.
They had a chance to observe the cultural and political landscape of Palestine quite
closely. Both scholars expressed their views and opinions in their writings on
Palestine. This paper aims at highlighting their perspectives and intellectual
narratives.

Keywords: Palestine, Colonialism, Hegemony, Toofan-se-Sahil Tak, The Question of
Palestine, After the Last Sky.
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Most refugees remained poor and unemployed. In the camps they formed a ring of human misery
round the borders of Israel. Crowded together, they become frustrated and bitter. Not
surprisingly, it was in the camps that Palestinian nationalism found its strongest support...
Certainly, it took many years for the Palestinians-defeated, displaced and stateless - to
acknowledge the extent of the disaster that had befallen them, while physical survival was their
overriding preoccupation.
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Israel, said the prime minister, had no intention of annexing even one foot of Arab territory'.
Three weeks later Arab Jerusalem and the surrounding villages were formally annexed, two years
later the colonization of the West Bank and Gaza was begun, and fourteen years afterwards the
Syrian Golan Heights were declared a part of Israel.

S

For more than 56 years, what was termed the Peace Process - a process led nowhere -was actively
a series of American Israeli initiatives to which the Palestinians were asked to react. Today,
"Peace must be replaced with decolonization, and Palestinians must be able to articulate their
vision for the region... .
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If this is the kind of peace that Palestinian Authority under Arafat is able to achieve, then we
should call it by its real name: a protracted, disorderly, hypocritical and undignified surrender.
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The central fact remains of course: We are a people without a land of our own. But for the first
time in our history, one can see Palestinians as Palestinians in a sense producing themselves as
they go about their work in a new environment of Palestinian self-consciousness affecting
everyone. This self-production has had a noticeable effect. For the first time in its history,

Zionism's policy of detail and its dramatic self-protection are faltering, and appear totally
inadequate to account for the Palestinian presence.
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